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Opening the future for business in 
Jefferson County



MissionMission
JEC is dedicated to preserving and 
enhancing economic vitality for the 

citizens of Jefferson County, 
through the retention and expansion 

of primary jobs



Principles of Economic DevelopmentPrinciples of Economic Development

Focus is small business 
assistance and public 

affairs

Small businesses

Approximately 800 
members



Quality of life begins Quality of life begins 
with a good job!with a good job!
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Primary jobs bring new wealth to a community
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Payment

Export Goods/Services

Any Community U.S.A.Any Community U.S.A.

Pay employee wages, 
suppliers and contractors 
Pay employee wages, 
suppliers and contractors

Purchase retail goods and 
professional services and 
help generate new 
construction 

Purchase retail goods and 
professional services and 
help generate new 
construction
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New capital investment brings new wealth 
to a community
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New primary jobs + new capital investment = 
greater tax base

More roads, 
schools, police 

and fire 
protection, 

libraries, etc.
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Total number of spinTotal number of spin--off jobs off jobs 
created by created by oneone new jobnew job



Proximity to markets
Ease of international travel
Local labor skills and availability
Tax and regulatory environment
Quality of life issues
Cost of doing business
Strong and stable political leadership
Incentives
Infrastructure
Proximity to major universities
Concentration of existing industries
Available real estate

Location Decision Factors
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History of JeffcoHistory of Jeffco’’s s 
Manufacturing BaseManufacturing Base
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1874

1955

1967

1977



Target Industries

Target Industries for Target Industries for 
Business GrowthBusiness Growth



Strong Industry SupportStrong Industry Support

Component Manufacturers/Machine Shops

Contract Manufacturers

Prototype Engineering/Development 
Companies

Electronics Companies

Testing Laboratories



Workforce SnapshotWorkforce Snapshot

CDL - March 2009

Labor Force 

Number of Employed

Total Unemployed 

Unemployment Rate

Avg. Wage

Number of Jobs*

306,639

283,188

23,541

7.6%

$44,980

207,178



Challenges
1. Current Economic Conditions
2. Access to Capital
3. Affordable/Available Real Estate
4. Highly Trained and Affordable 

Workforce
5. Colorado’s Tax Policy

JeffcoJeffco’’s Manufacturing Bases Manufacturing Base



2008/2009 Business Activity2008/2009 Business Activity

Local Employment Growth

Caridian BCT

NREL

PrimeStar Solar

Lockheed Martin Space Systems

Sartorius

CoorsTek

200

3-500

100

700

50

200
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Active In Industry AssociationsActive In Industry Associations



JEC ProgrammingJEC Programming



JEC ProgrammingJEC Programming



Partnerships are key to success!Partnerships are key to success!

• Start-up
•Location/Expansion
• Relocation/Closure

State 
Government

Economic
Development

Groups

Local 
Government/
Workforce 

Centers

Education

BUSINESS NEEDS



Thank You 

For additional information, contact 

Michelle Claymore 
Vice President

Jefferson Economic Council
mclaymore@jeffco.org

Opening the future for business 
in Jefferson County
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